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CENTRAL PAX CENTER 

MAR 0 9 2005 patent 

ATTY DOCKET NO. 13819.71 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Inventors: Michael S. Popovich et al. 

Title: Cartridge Strip Advancing 

Mechanism For Fastener 
Driving Tool 

Serial No: 10/653,038 

Confirm. No: 1541 

Filing Date: August 29, 2003 

Group: 3721 

Examiner: Michelle Lopez 

703-872-9306 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION 



Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, fax 
number 703-872-9306 on the date indicated below. 




Dated: March 9, 2005 



Applicant requests clarification of the Office action mailed 02/24/2005. 
Specifically, clarification is requested regarding the nonstatutory double patenting 
rejection under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting. In 
this rejection, the Examiner cites claims of U.S. patent number 6,547,120 "in view of 
Popovich et al." It is not clear to Applicant, to what document the Examiner is referring 
as "Popovich et al. Nor does the Examiner mention "Popovich et al." in the remainder of 
the statement of rejection. It is noted that at least two references of record appear as 
"Popovich et al.", namely, U.S. patent number 6,059,162 and European patent 1,197,301. 

In addition, the Examiner cites in the statement of rejection claims 1-3, 5, 1 1-14 
and 17-18 of U.S. patent number 6,547,120. However, the statement of the grounds of 
rejection which follow refer only to claim 1 of this patent. 
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S/N 10/653,038 ATTY DOCKET NO. 13819.71 

AMENDMENT 



It is respectfully requested that the Examiner clarify a) what document is being 
referred to as "Popovich et al.", b) in what manner this document is being applied in the 
double patenting rejection, and c) in what manner claims 3, 5, 11-14 and 17-18 of US 
patent number 6,547,120 are being applied in the double patenting rejection. 

It is further requested that the Examiner issue a new office action clarifying the 
foregoing, and starting a new period for response. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Dated this 9th day of March, 2005. 




Rogei#L French 
Reg. No. 27,786 
BEEM PATENT LAW FIRM 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Suite 1352 

Chicago IL 60604-3787 
Tel. (312) 201-0011 
Fax (312)201-0022 
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